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CASTRATION
Contrary to the general impression, castration may apply to either male or female animals. The operation consists in the removal of the testicles in the bull and the ovaries in the cow. Most farmers, however, use the term castration when speaking of males and spaying when referring to the operation on a cow. The principal reason for the castration of bulls and bull calves is to make steers of them and thus improve the quality of the flesh from the beef standpoint. The castration or spaying of cows is seldom practiced in this country.
Time to castrate
Bull calves should be castrated when they are young. A calf may be castrated safely when it is from one week to six months old. The calf should be old enough so the testicles are well developed and easy to secure. Most calves are castrated from three to four months of age.
If possible, a cool dry day should be chosen for the operation. Some farmers dehorn and castrate at the same time. This may be done, but if the owner makes it a practice- to dehorn his calves by the caustic-stick method before the horns have time to grow, the combined operation will not be necessary. Young calves may be easily thrown and held securely by an assistant while the operation is performed. Larger animals may be thrown by putting on a regular halter with an extra long rope lead, bringing the rope lead backward and making two half-hitches about the body of the animal. The first half-hitch is placed just behind the forelegs, passing around the chest. The other hitch is a continuation of the first one and passes about the body immediately ahead of the rear flank. When the hitches are adjusted, the rope is pulled tightly to bring the head and hind parts closer together. This, together with the squeezing by the half-hitches, will gradually force the animal to the ground. When the cow or calf is down it may be secured by stretching it out and tying the hind feet to